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The Safety of Pyrotechnic Articles 

A Guide to the Pyrotechnic Articles (Safety) Regulations 2010 

 

 

Foreword 

This Guide has been produced jointly by the Explosives Industry Group of the Confederation 

of British Industry (EIG/CBI) and the Local Authority Co-ordinators of Regulatory Services 

(LACoRS) with involvement from the British Pyrotechnists Association (BPA) and the 

Association of Stage Pyrotechnicians (ASP) to provide guidance on certain aspects of the 

Pyrotechnic Articles (Safety) Regulations 2010. 

However, this Guide does not carry any legal authority and nor does it replace the 

provisions of the Regulations. 

Further, following the Guide is not compulsory and you are free to take other action. 

However, by using the Guide you will normally be doing enough to comply with the law. 

Under all circumstances and where doubt exists, you are advised to seek legal opinion as to 

the application of the above Regulations, as no responsibility can be accepted by EIG/CBI 

nor LACoRS, for any liabilities incurred directly or indirectly as a result of any errors or 

omissions in this Guide.  

Finally, readers are strongly advised to check whether there is any change in the Regulations 

since the publication of this version of the Guide, and to ensure that they are referring to 

the most up-to-date version of this guide which is available at http://www.eig.org.uk?p=205 

where a change log will also be available. 
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Quick Start  

What are these Regulations? 

1. The Pyrotechnic Articles (Safety) Regulations 2010 enact a European Directive on Pyrotechnic 
Articles into UK law (including Northern Ireland).  The regulations define types of articles, who 
may be supplied with which types, the enforcement activities of various bodies and also the 
consequential changes that are necessary to existing UK regulations. 

2. The safety of pyrotechnic articles is covered by the EC Pyrotechnic Articles Directive 
(2007/23/EEC) as may be amended from time to time. This is implemented in the UK by the 
Pyrotechnic Articles (Safety) Regulations 2010, which will be available on the OPSI website - 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2010/pdf/uksi_20101554_en.pdf.   

3. This Guide does not reproduce the text of the Regulations except where necessary for clarity.  
The regulations are extremely complex and involve much cross-referencing and duplication.  
Ensure that you use this guidance alongside a copy of the Regulations and seek further advice 
where necessary.  

What is a pyrotechnic article?  

4. A pyrotechnic article is a device containing one or more pyrotechnic substances designed to 
produce an effect by heat, light, sound or other effects.  Pyrotechnic articles include fireworks, 
“stage pyro”, war-gaming “battle” effects, seat-belt pre-tensioners and a variety of diverse 
products with specialist use. 

5. Explosives covered under the “Civil Uses” Directive (93/15/EC) are not covered by these 
Regulations – instead they are subject to the requirements of the Placing on the Market and 
Supervision of Transfer of Explosives Regulations 1993 (POMSTER). 

6. Similarly, life saving pyrotechnics articles covered by the Saving of Life at Sea provisions 
(SOLAS) and items intended for use by the military and aerospace industry are not subject to 
these Regulations. 

Guidance – background 

7. These Regulations implement the Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
the placing on the market of pyrotechnic articles.  The Directive sets out harmonised 
provisions for placing pyrotechnic articles, including fireworks and more specialised articles 
like gas generators used in car airbags, on the market to guarantee free movement of such 
articles, whilst ensuring a high level of protection of human health and safety and the 
protection of consumers and professional end users.  

8. The Directive, although primarily a “free market” Directive, does extend its scope to defining 
safety criteria and matters devolved to Member States (such as minimum ages for use and 
definition and application of a “Person with Specialist Knowledge”). 

9. These Regulations introduce “CE marking” to pyrotechnic articles in the UK for the first time.  
A valid CE mark is a mark of conformity with the requirements of the Directive and ensures 

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2010/pdf/uksi_20101554_en.pdf
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that the product will have free movement within the European Union provided that any other 
National Regulations are also met (eg the requirement for classification). 

When do the Regulations come into force? 

10. The Regulations will be in force from 4th July 2010, but the provisions do not apply until 4th July 
2013 for Part 3 and regulation 4(3), 4(4) and 47.  

11. However, there are exceptions which dis-apply the Regulations until 4th July 2017 for supply of 
pyrotechnic articles within the UK provided existing provisions are met.  

12. There are other exemptions for training, trade fairs, demonstrations and exhibitions, research, 
development and testing, which are detailed in regulations 16, 17, 34 and 35. 
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Terminology 

13. The following terms are used in this Guide. 

Term Meaning 

BIS The Department for Business Innovation and Skills (the old 
DTI) based in London 

BS7114 British Standard BS 7114 for Fireworks (1988) 

CE Mark A symbol, whose form is defined in Annex IV of the 
Directive, which can only be applied to a pyrotechnic 
article after successful completion of a conformity 
assessment 

Certificate of Conformity A document (hard copy or electronic) that confirms that a 
product (or a group of products) conforms with the ESR of 
the Directive.  In most cases such conformity will be gained 
by compliance with a Harmonised Standard – but there 
may be situations where a Harmonised Standard has not 
been developed for a particular type or the ESRs have to 
be applied directly 

Competent Authority (CA) A body which generates other relevant information about 
a product, for instance a Classification.  The CA can be the 
same body as the NB, although their roles will be separate, 
or as in the UK a separate body (for example HSE is the CA, 
HSL is the NB) 

Consumer A person, without formal “Specialist Knowledge” (see 
below) that may be supplied with pyrotechnic articles of 
the following categories:- 

 Fireworks of categories 1, 2 or 3 

 Theatrical pyrotechnics of category T1 

 Other pyrotechnic articles of category P1 
 
In essence, consumers are members of the general public 

CPA The Consumer Protection Act 1987 

Distributor A distributor is someone in the supply chain whose activity 
does not affect the safety properties of a product 

Essential Safety Requirements 
(ESRs) 

The ESRs are presented in the main text of the Directive as 
the list of criteria for a Notified Body to apply to a product 
test to demonstrate compliance.  In practice, if a product is 
demonstrated to meet a Harmonised Standard it is 
presumed to meet the ESRs 

GPSR General Product Safety Regulations 2005 

Harmonised Standard Standards mandated by the EU, developed and published 
by European Standardisation Bodies (CEN) which details 
the requirements for various types of pyrotechnic articles.  
They are accepted across Europe in all circumstances 
unless an individual Member State has cause to question a 
particular part of the Standard – in which case the 
concerns must be raised with the European Commission 
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Term Meaning 

HSE The Health and Safety Executive – specifically the 
Explosives Inspectorate, based in Bootle, which acts as the 
Competent Authority for explosives in the UK 

HSL The Health and Safety Laboratory – an agency of the HSE, 
based in Buxton 

HSWA The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 

Importer Where items from outside the EU are placed on the market 
the person placing the products on the market is the 
“importer” and they assume all the responsibilities for the 
product and other obligations under the Regulations, as if 
they were a manufacturer 

Manufacturer The person who actually manufactures and/or designs the 
product, or causes the product to be manufactured.   
 
For pyrotechnic articles manufactured within the EU the 
manufacturer is the person who makes the product 

Notified Body (NB) A body established in the EU that awards the certificate of 
compliance and hence the CE mark to a product.  
 
A Notified Body may be a state or a commercial 
organisation.  There may be more than one NB established 
within any Member State 

Person with Specialist Knowledge 
(PwSK) 

Certain pyrotechnic articles may only be sold to Persons 
with Specialist Knowledge.  Later sections of this Guide 
deal with how this knowledge may be obtained 

POMSTER Placing on the Market and Supervision of Transfer of 
Explosives Regulations 1993 

Product Grouping The grouping of products together for the purposes of 
conformity testing.  The extent and scope of any such 
grouping will be determined by the applicant and agreed 
by the Notified Body, although guidelines may be 
introduced. 
 
For example all colour shells (without noise effects) of 
75mm to 125mm could possibly be considered as a group. 
 
Note: The effect of product grouping is to reduce costs of 
type testing, but potentially increases the risks of the 
manufacturer and/or importer if a product is shown not to 
comply 
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Term Meaning 

Professional An ambiguous but frequently used term meaning, for these 
Regulations, a person who has the status “Person with 
Specialist Knowledge” and may therefore be supplied with 
pyrotechnic articles of the following categories:- 

 Fireworks of category 4 

 Theatrical pyrotechnics of category T2 

 Other pyrotechnic articles of category P2 
 
Note however that there is not a single test for such a 
person – the decision, on the suitability of a person to be 
supplied, will rest with the supplier 
 
The EIG has agreed that, for the sale of category 4 
fireworks, a professional is a person who obtains a 
significant income from firing firework displays and who 
has:-  

 Legal status 

 Adequate 365 day insurance 

 Legal storage (not exclusively Registered premises) 

 Can demonstrate competency 

RAMS Regulation (EC) No 765/2008 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 9 July 2008 setting out the 
Requirements for Accreditation and Market Surveillance 
(RAMS) relating to the marketing of products and repealing 
Regulation (EEC) No 339/93) 

REACH Regulation 1907/2006/EC of the European Parliament and 
of the Council concerning the Registration, Evaluation, 
Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals 

SOLAS Saving of Life at Sea requirements 

The regulation Pertinent to the individual regulation within the PA(S) 
Regulations 

The Regulations The whole of the Pyrotechnic Articles (Safety) Regulations 
2010.  May be abbreviated as PA(S)R or PA(S) Regulations 
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Guide to the Pyrotechnic Article (Safety) Regulations 2010 

14. This section covers each regulation in turn, using the headings in the PA(S) Regulations. 

Part 1 - General 

15. This part of the Regulations is the standard preamble and contains definitions, interpretations, 
scope and exclusions. 

Regulation 1 - Citation, commencement and extent 

16. These Regulations apply to the whole of the UK, including Northern Ireland. However, 
paragraphs 1 and 2 of Schedule 4 extend to England and Wales and Scotland only and 
regulation 49(11) and Schedule 5 and paragraph 3 and 4 of Schedule 4 extend to Northern 
Ireland only.  

Regulation 2 - Interpretation 

17. This regulation defines some of the terms used in the Regulations and where possible adopts 
the text given in the Directive.  Note: these definitions may not be the same as the terms used 
in this guide. The following definitions are particularly important:- 

Term Definition in the Regulations Comments 

Firework a pyrotechnic article intended for 
entertainment purposes 

 

Importer means a person established in the EU who 
makes a pyrotechnic article originating from a 
third country available on the EU market for 
the first time in the course of that person’s 
business 

Note: if a product is not made 
available on the EU market it is 
not subject to these 
Regulations 

Manufacturer means a person who designs or manufactures 
a pyrotechnic article, or who causes such an 
article to be designed and manufactured, with 
a view to— 
first making it available on the EU market, and 
its distribution and use, distribution or use, 
whether for payment or free of charge, under 
the name or trademark of that person; 

Note: if a product is not made 
available on the EU market it is 
not subject to these 
Regulations 

Other 
Pyrotechnic 
article 

a pyrotechnic article falling within Article 
3(1)(c) of the Directive, including pyrotechnic 
articles for vehicles 

 

Pyrotechnic 
article 

any article containing explosive substances or 
an explosive mixture of substances designed 
to produce heat, light, sound, gas or smoke or 
a combination of such effects through self-
sustained exothermic chemical reactions 

Note: this definition differs 
from the UN definition by 
omission of the term “non-
detonative” 
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Term Definition in the Regulations Comments 

Supply offering to supply, agreeing to supply, 
exposing for supply and possession for supply, 
and related expressions shall be construed 
accordingly 

Note: supply may or may not 
involve payment 
 
Note: if a product is not “placed 
on the market” it is not 
supplied 

Theatrical 
pyrotechnic 
article 

a pyrotechnic article designed for indoor or 
outdoor stage use, including film and 
television productions or similar use 

 

 

Regulation 3 - Scope and exclusions 

18. These regulations do not apply to a variety of circumstances, most of which relate to non-
commercial use by the Crown or its agents (eg Ministry of Defence, the Police and the Fire and 
Rescue Service), or in the aerospace industry; or where the articles are already subject to 
other provisions (for instance “Civil Explosives” under POMSTER or Distress Flares under 
SOLAS). 

19. Commercial use of certain pyrotechnic articles that are otherwise exempt may be covered by 
these Regulations and advice should be sought where there is an ambiguity. 

Regulation 4 - Categorisation 

20. This regulation requires the manufacturer or importer to assign a category to the pyrotechnic 
article dependent on its intended use and the level of hazard it presents. The categories for 
fireworks are similar to those under BS 7114; part 1; 1988 but there are significant differences 
to the required testing and safety distances.  For other pyrotechnics articles there are no 
equivalent British Standards. 

Category Effective old BS 7114 category Comments 

Category 1 firework Category 1 Firework (Indoor) NB The requirements of the 
Standards have changed from BS 
7114 
 
There is a period (until 4 July 2017) 
in which BS 7114 items may 
continue to be supplied within the 
UK 

Category 2 firework Category 2 Firework (Garden) 

Category 3 firework Category 3 Firework (Display) 

Category 4 firework Category 4 Firework (Display) 

T1 Pyrotechnic article None For theatrical use 
 
T1 is subdivided into T1 – Indoor 
and Outdoor, and T1 – Outdoor 
only 

T2 Pyrotechnic article None 

P1 Pyrotechnic article None Including pyrotechnic articles for 
vehicles 

P2 Pyrotechnic article None 
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21. Category 1, 2 or 3 fireworks and T1 and P1 pyrotechnics are “consumer” items – they may be 
supplied to members of the public for use without restriction other than age of sale (there are 
other regulations on transport and storage which may apply).  Category 4 fireworks and T2 
and P2 pyrotechnic articles may only be supplied to “Persons with Specialist Knowledge” – 
these items are often referred to as “professional” pyrotechnics. 

22. The Regulations are split into several parts – Part 2 deals with provisions relating to Category 
1, 2 or 3 fireworks and largely replace existing consumer legislation regarding these devices.  
Part 3 deals with all other pyrotechnic articles. 
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Part 2 – Category 1, 2 and 3 fireworks 

Regulation 5 - Scope of part 2 

23. Part 2 does not apply to category 4 fireworks, theatrical pyrotechnic articles or other 
pyrotechnic articles – requirements for these categories are found in Part 3 below. 

Regulation 6 - Safety obligations of manufacturers 

24. All products can only be supplied where they:-  

 Comply with a list of requirements (the Essential Safety Requirements) 

 Have passed a conformity assessment 

 Have been labelled correctly (including a valid CE mark). 

25. The compliance with Harmonised Standards is one route to such compliance – however it is 
possible, where the Standards are not applicable to a specific product, that the product will 
need to be subject to specific conformity assessment by the relevant Notified Body in order to 
meet the “Essential Safety Requirements” given in Schedule 2. 

26. A firework built by a manufacturer for its own use which complies with the other legal 
requirements (eg Classification) is not subject to this Regulation.  By extension a firework 
imported and not placed on the market also is not subject to this Regulation. 

27. There are additional, conditional exceptions listed in regulation 16 for fireworks at trade fairs, 
exhibitions and demonstrations; regulation 17 for fireworks used in research development 
and testing and in Part 5 of regulation 46 transitional measures. 

Regulation 7 - Safety obligations of importers 

28. Where a product is not manufactured in the EU the importer assumes the responsibilities for 
compliance as if they were the manufacturer, including a contravention of such an obligation 
caused by an action, omission or default of the manufacturer.  

Regulation 8 - Safety obligations of distributors 

29. A distributor of a product must ensure that:- 

 The article bears a valid CE mark 

 That the article is accompanied by any information provided by the manufacturer or 

importer necessary to function the product safely. 

30. It is not necessary for a distributor to provide or hold test or compliance data. 

Regulation 9 - Harmonised standards for category 1, 2 or 3 fireworks 

31. This regulation formalises the approach that a product that conforms with a Harmonised 
Standard is deemed to conform with the Essential Safety Requirements, provided that the 
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Committee set up under the Directive do not find that the Standards fail to address certain 
elements of the ESRs. 

32. At the time of writing it is assumed compliance with Standard EN15947 confers conformity 
with the ESRs. 

Regulation 10 - Free movement 

33. A Category 1, 2 or 3 firework complying with the law of another Member State which has fully 
implemented Directive 2007/23/EC is presumed to be in conformity with these Regulations; 
provided it is also in compliance by:-  

 being CE marked and accompanied by any additional safety information (regulation 8) 

 is labelled in English for supply in the UK (regulation 14(2)) 

 is not supplied to any person under the age of 18 (or under the age of 16 for a Category 1 

firework (regulation 15)) and 

 is not one of the listed prohibited types (regulation 21). 

Regulation 11 - Conformity assessment procedures 

34. Manufacturers or importers must ensure product compliance by application of one of the 
following EC approved module combinations:- 

 Type approval (Module B) and Conformity to Type (Module C) 

 Type approval (Module B) and production quality assurance  (Module D) 

 Type approval (Module B) and production quality assurance  (Module E) 

 Unit verification (Module G). 

Note: the Notified Body should be consulted on which procedure is to be used. In addition, 

the Directive encourages the grouping together of similar items for the purposes of testing 

with the aim of minimising the amount of testing needed.  Proposals of grouping should be 

made by the manufacturer/importer and discussed with the Notified Body. 

Regulation 12 - Obligation to affix the CE marking 

35. Following satisfactory completion of the conformity assessment procedures in regulation 11, 
the CE mark should be marked on the firework, or where this is not possible, the CE mark 
should be marked on the packaging or on a label which is affixed to the firework. 

36. This regulation requires a valid CE mark to be applied to the article and that the CE mark must 
be:-  

 Legible and indelible 

 Take the form prescribed 

 Must not be impaired by other markings. 

37. The application of the CE mark indicates that the article is presumed to comply with other EU 
legislation which would require a CE mark. 
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Regulation 13 - Prohibition on improper use of the CE marking 

38. It is an offence to falsely affix a CE mark to a Category 1, 2 or 3 firework. Only after a Notified 
Body has approved a firework can the CE mark be affixed. 

39. However, no-one shall affix a mark which confuses a third person as to the meaning of the CE 
mark. 

40. If such an invalid mark is found during enforcement or surveillance action the relevant 
authority shall inform the Secretary of State. 

Regulation 14 - Labelling requirement  

41. This requires Category 1, 2 or 3 fireworks to be correctly labelled in the official language of the 
Member State in which it is to be supplied. Where supply is made in the United Kingdom, the 
labelling must be in English. Items to be included on the label include:- 

 Name and address of manufacturer 

 Name and address of importer (if manufacturer is not in EU) 

 Name category and type of firework 

 Minimum age limit in regulation 15, or the age limit of the Member State in which the 

firework is to be supplied 

 Instructions for use 

 Net explosive content (NEC) 

 Minimum safety distances (where appropriate) 

 For Category 2 and 3 fireworks and, where appropriate, for Category 1 fireworks, the 

statement “For outdoor use only” 

 For Category 3 fireworks, the year of production 

 For Sparklers, the statement “Warning: not to be given to children under 5 years of age”. 

42. Where a firework has insufficient space for this labelling, the information should be provided 
on the retail packaging.  

43. In some circumstances a product that has been approved as a category 1, 2 or 3 firework may 
be used by a category 4 “Person with Specialist Knowledge” at a different safety distance, or in 
a different manner to that which is given on the label of the article.  In such a case it is up to 
the Person with Specialist Knowledge to be able to demonstrate that the article is being used 
with an acceptable level of risk in the circumstances in which it is being fired.  For example, 
the safety distance would be calculated on the basis of product specific performance data and 
could be less for a “professional” user than it would be for a “consumer”. 

Regulation 15 - Prohibition on supply of category 1,2 or 3 fireworks 

44. This regulation provides the minimum age for the supply of Category 1, 2 and 3 fireworks in 
the United Kingdom; these are 18 years of age for Category 2 and 3 and 16 years of age for 
Category 1 fireworks. 
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Regulation 16 - Exception for trade fairs, exhibitions and demonstrations 

45. Part 2 does not apply to fireworks intended purely for showing or using at trade fairs, 
exhibitions and demonstrations and training. 

46. Articles may be shown and used at trade fairs exhibitions and demonstrations and for training 
provided the following information is displayed:- 

 the fact that the articles being used do not conform with the regulations and they are not 

suitable for sale 

 the name and date of the event. 

47. This regulation does not apply to provision of a service by a manufacturer, importer, 
distributor or display company as part of their business. 

Regulation 17 - Exception for research and development 

48. Part 2 does not apply to fireworks intended purely for the purposes of research, development 
and testing provided that the fireworks are clearly marked with a statement that the fireworks 
do not comply with Part 2 of the Regulations and that the firework is not available for any 
purpose other than for research, development and testing. 

Regulation 18 - Market surveillance and enforcement 

49. This regulation continues the duties imposed upon Local Authority Trading Standards 
Departments in Great Britain in the Fireworks (Safety) Regulations 1997, in that it uses the 
powers and sanctions of the Consumer Protection Act 1987.  

50. However it extends that duty to enforce to District Councils in Northern Ireland. This changes 
the scope of the Regulations from Great Britain as was the case in the 1997 Regulations to 
cover the whole of the United Kingdom.  It also retains the ability for BIS as the central 
Government department to be able to exercise their power to issue Prohibition Notices and 
Notices to Warn as set down in Section 13 of the Consumer Protection Act 1987. 

51. What is new within these Regulations is the ability for an enforcement authority in England 
and Wales to investigate and prosecute an alleged contravention of the Regulations in any 
part of England and Wales and not just within their own geographical area.   

52. Likewise there is an additional provision for a District Council in Northern Ireland to 
investigate and prosecute an offence outside of their geographical area in Northern Ireland. 
These powers were added to the range of enforcement activities as part of the General 
Product Safety Regulations 2005 following several cases to the High Court. It should be noted 
that no such power exists in Scotland as authorities do not take their own cases here, but they 
are remitted to the Procurator Fiscal. This is in line with the sanctions in the General Product 
Safety Regulations 2005. 

53. It further adds in the rebuttable presumption in regulation 18 (10) that if a firework is CE 
marked that it will comply with the Essential Safety Requirements of the Directive. This is a 
new feature of the Regulations as the Fireworks (Safety) Regulations 1997 predate the need 
for the CE marking of fireworks. 



 

 

 Guide to the Pyrotechnic Articles (Safety) Regulations 2010 Page 15 

54. Regulations 18 (3) and 18 (4) set out the duty on authorities and HSE/HSE Northern Ireland to 
carry out regular inspections of storage and manufacturing sites respectively. ‘Regular’ is not 
defined but this duty stems partly from this Directive and partly from the Regulation on 
Accreditation and Market Surveillance or RAMS. 

55. Regulation 18 (5) provides a cross-reference to part 3 of these Regulations where HSE have 
the majority of the enforcement responsibility to refer to the powers and sanctions 
exercisable under the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974. This provides that both Local 
Authorities and HSE/HSENI have ‘shared’ responsibility in relation to the parts of the supply 
chain that they control, ie local Authorities for retail, HSE for manufacturing. 

Regulation 19 - Enforcement actions 

56. This regulation sets out all the sanctions available to either Local Authorities or the Secretary 
of State to enforce Part 2 of the Regulations where it is considered that either the health or 
safety of consumers is adversely affected by the fireworks in question.  

57. They set out the powers in Part 2 of the Consumer Protection Act 1987 and the additional 
‘administrative’ sanctions incorporated in the General Product Safety Regulations 2005.  

58. All the administrative sanctions of regulations 11—17 of GPSR 2005 are available for use in 
relation to unsafe consumer fireworks in addition to the sanctions listed in regulation 19 
(these include regulation 11 suspension notices, regulation 12 requirements to mark, 
regulation 13 requirements to warn, regulation 14 withdrawal notices, regulation 15 power of 
recall as well as the supplementary provisions of regulation 16 and appeals listed in regulation 
17 of GPSR 2005). 

59. Regulation 19 (3)(d) specifically references the serving of a withdrawal notice as this is 
specifically mentioned in the Pyrotechnics Articles Directive itself.  

60. The sanctions listed in regulation 19 call up the powers of part 2 of the Consumer Protection 
Act 1987 by virtue of the fact that these Regulations are regarded as product safety legislation 
for the purposes of Section 11 of the Consumer Protection Act  1987 (CPA).  

61. Regulation 19 (7) requires authorities taking action under these Regulations to notify the 
Secretary of State. 

62. Regulation 19 (8) applies the same principle to any lifting of measures as per all European 
safety Directives and RAMS.  

63. Regulation 19 (9), (10) and (11) places the requirement on the Secretary of State (in this case 
BIS) to notify other Member States where they believe there is a serious risk to the health and 
safety of consumers. Again this is part of the standard EU notification procedure rather than 
pertinent to these Regulations in particular. 
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Regulation 20 - Requirements regarding prohibitions, restrictions and 

withdrawals 

64. This regulation sets out the procedure by which products may be required to be withdrawn 
from the market and must include the following—  

 the measure must state the exact grounds on which such withdrawal is based; 

 the party concerned (ie the manufacturer, importer and distributor) must be informed, 

without delay, of:- 

o the measure,  

o the remedies available to that party, and  

o the time limits to which the remedies are subject. 

65. The party concerned must have an opportunity to put forward its views in advance. 

66. The regulation states that action taken by an enforcer must be justifiable on the grounds that 
it was taken to remedy a problem which would cause a threat to the health and safety of 
consumers. It also requires that if action is taken, the person against whom it has effect is 
informed without delay and where appropriate that they have the opportunity to remedy the 
problem and to make their views known of the proposed action. 

67. Regulation 20 (3) provides an exception to the situation above where the matter is of such 
serious and immediate risk that a right of reply is not possible due to the need to act 
promptly. 

68. The requirements for informing without delay do not apply if consultation is not possible 
because of the urgency of the measure to be taken, as justified in particular by public health 
or safety requirements.  Such criteria, however, have not been defined. 

Regulation 21 - Prohibition on supply of certain category 2 or 3 fireworks 

69. This regulation continues the restrictions on certain types and sizes of Categories 2 and 3 
fireworks originally detailed in the Fireworks (Safety) Regulations 1997 as amended, though 
some of the definitions have changed slightly. 
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70. The following Category 2 and 3 fireworks continue to be prohibited for supply to the public in 
the United Kingdom:- 

 Aerial Wheels 

 Bangers 

 Double Bangers 

 Flash bangers 

 Batteries and combinations containing bangers, double bangers or flash bangers 

 Jumping crackers 

 Jumping ground spinners 

 Spinners 

 Mini Rockets 

 Shot tubes whose principal effect is a report or whose internal diameter is greater than 

30mm. 

71. Also continued is the prohibition on removing fireworks from selection or primary packs for 
the purpose of supplying such fireworks to the public. 

72. Additional definitions of the above fireworks are given in Schedule 3 of the Regulations and 
later in this Guide. 

73. Nothing in this regulation prevents the supply of any prohibited item to a person with 
specialist knowledge as defined in the regulation 42. 
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Part 3 – category 4 fireworks, theatrical pyrotechnic articles 

and other pyrotechnic articles 

Regulation 22 - Scope of part 3 

74. This part applies to Category 4 fireworks, T1 and T2 pyrotechnic articles and P1 and P2 
pyrotechnic articles.  It does not apply to category 1, 2 or 3 fireworks and a reference in this 
part to a “pyrotechnic article” does not include a reference to a category 1, 2 or 3 firework. 

Regulation 23 - Safety obligations of manufacturers 

75. All products can only be supplied where they:-  

 Comply with a list of requirements (the Essential Safety Requirements) 

 Have passed a conformity assessment 

 Have been labelled correctly (including a valid CE mark). 

76. The compliance with Harmonised Standards is one route to such compliance – however, it is 
possible, where the Standards are not applicable to a specific product, that the product will 
need to be subject to specific conformity assessment by the relevant Notified Body in order to 
meet the “Essential Safety Requirements” given in Schedule 2. 

77. A firework built by a manufacturer for its own use which complies with the other legal 
requirements (eg Classification) is not subject to this Regulation.  By extension, a category 4 
firework imported and not placed on the market also is not subject to this Regulation. 

Note: this disapplication does not apply to T2 and P2 pyrotechnic articles. 

Regulation 24 - Safety obligations of importers 

78. Where a product is not manufactured in the EU the importer assumes the responsibilities for 
compliance as if they were the manufacturer, including a contravention of such an obligation 
caused by an action, omission or default of the manufacturer.  

Regulation 25 - Safety obligations of distributors 

79. A distributor of a product must ensure that:- 

 The article bears a valid CE mark 

 That the article is accompanied by any information provided by the 

manufacturer/importer necessary to function the product safely 

 If it is a pyrotechnic article for a vehicle, that it is accompanied by a safety data sheet. 

80. It is not necessary for a distributor to provide or hold test or compliance data. 
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Regulation 26 - Harmonised standards 

81. This regulation formalises the approach that a product that conforms with a Harmonised 
Standard is deemed to conform with the Essential Safety Requirements, provided that the 
Committee set up under the Directive do not find that the Standards fail to address certain 
elements of the ESRs. 

82. At the time of writing it is assumed compliance with one of the following Standards will confer 
conformity with the ESRs:- 

 For Cat 4 Fireworks – compliance with Standards being developed by Working Group (WG) 

2 of CEN TC212 

 For T1 and T2 Pyrotechnic Articles – compliance with Standards being developed by WG3 

of CEN TC212 

 For pyrotechnic articles for vehicles – compliance with Standards being developed by WG4 

of CEN TC212 

 For P1 and P2 pyrotechnic articles – compliance with Standards being developed by WG5 

of CEN TC212. 

Regulation 27 - Free movement 

83. This regulation asserts that where a product has been correctly awarded a CE marking by 
another Member State it shall be deemed to conform to the requirements of these 
Regulations; and that it is subject to the same Market Surveillance enforcement actions as if 
the product had been approved in the UK. 

Regulation 28 - Conformity assessment procedures 

84. Manufacturers or importers must ensure product compliance by application of one of the 
following EC approved module combinations:- 

 Type approval (Module B) and Conformity to Type (Module C) 

 Type approval (Module B) and production quality assurance  (Module D) 

 Type approval (Module B) and production quality assurance  (Module E) 

 Unit verification (Module G) 

 For Category 4 fireworks only – Full product quality assurance (Module H). 

Note: the Notified Body should be consulted on which procedure is to be used. In addition, 

the Directive encourages the grouping together of similar items for the purposes of testing 

with the aim of minimising the amount of testing needed.  Proposals of grouping should be 

made by the manufacturer/importer and discussed with the Notified Body. 

Regulation 29 - Obligation to affix the CE marking 

85. Following satisfactory completion of the conformity assessment procedures in regulation 28, 
the CE mark should be marked on the firework, or where this is not possible, the CE mark 
should be marked on the packaging or on a label which is affixed to the firework. 
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86. This regulation requires a valid CE mark to be applied to the article and that the CE mark must 
be:-  

 Legible and Indelible 

 Take the form prescribed 

 Must not be impaired by other markings. 

87. The application of the CE mark indicates that the article is presumed to comply with other EU 
legislation which would require a CE mark. 

Regulation 30 - Prohibition on improper use of the CE marking 

88. It is an offence to falsely affix a CE mark to a pyrotechnic article. Only after a Notified Body has 
approved a firework can the CE mark be affixed. 

89. However, no-one shall affix a mark which confuses a third person as to the meaning of the CE 
mark. 

90. If such an invalid mark is found during enforcement or surveillance action, the relevant 
authority shall inform the Secretary of State. 

Regulation 31 - General labelling requirement 

91. A pyrotechnic article for supply to a consumer in the United Kingdom must be labelled in 
English. 

92. The labelling of a pyrotechnic article shall include, at least:- 

 the name and address of the manufacturer or where the manufacturer is not established 

in the EU, the name of the manufacturer and the name and address of the importer 

 the name, type and category of the pyrotechnic article 

 the minimum age limits in regulation 33 or the limits of the Member State in which the 

pyrotechnic article is supplied to the consumer 

 instructions for use (but see below) 

 the net explosive quantity of active explosive material; 

93. In addition to the general labelling requirements, Category 4 fireworks shall also include:- 

 the year of production 

 “for use only by persons with specialist knowledge” 

 “minimum safety distances to be determined by users using supplied product data”. 

94. In addition to the general requirements, the labelling of a category T1 theatrical pyrotechnic 
article shall include, where appropriate, at least the statement:- 

 “for outdoor use only” (only if applicable) 

 a minimum safety distance. 
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95. In addition to the general requirements the labelling of a category T2 theatrical pyrotechnic 
article shall include at least the statements:- 

 “for use only by persons with specialist knowledge” 

 “minimum safety distances to be determined by users using supplied product data”. 

96. If a pyrotechnic article does not provide sufficient space for the labelling requirements to be 
met on the article, the information shall be provided on the retail packaging of the article. 

97. Manufacturers and importers and distributors may provide additional information on the 
article or on other packaging of the firework providing it does not conflict with the minimum 
requirements above. 

98. The supplied product data, used by Persons with Specialist Knowledge to determine “safety” 
distances depends on the product in question and reflects the performance data of the 
product which may assist the users in determining such a distance.  Such parameters may 
include:- 

 Effect height – the burst height of a shell, or the extent of a fountain 

 Effect “width” – the burst radius of a shell or the lateral spread of sparks from a fountain 

 The sound level of the item. 

99. The British Pyrotechnists Association (BPA) have adopted the Shellcalc© method (see 
http://www.jpyro.com/wp?p=23) for using this information to determine distances which 
provide an acceptable level of risk for aerial fireworks of category 4. 

100. In some circumstances a product that has been approved as a category 1, 2 or 3 firework may 
be used by a category 4 “Person with Specialist Knowledge” at a different safety distance, or in 
a different manner to that which is given on the label of the article.  In such a case it is up to 
the Person with Specialist Knowledge to be able to demonstrate that the article is being fired 
with an acceptable level of risk in the circumstances in which it is being fired.  For example, 
the safety distance would be calculated on the basis of product specific performance data and 
could be less for a “professional” user than it would be for a “consumer”. 

101. The same situation arises for T2 “professional” users of T1 product and for P2 “professional” 
users of P1 product. 

Regulation 32 - Labelling requirements for pyrotechnic articles for vehicles 

102. The labelling of pyrotechnic articles for vehicles shall include:- 

 the name of the manufacturer 

 where the manufacturer is not established in the EU, the name of the importer 

 the name and type of the article 

 the safety instructions. 

103. If an article does not provide sufficient space for the labelling requirements the information 
shall be provided on the packaging of the article. 

http://www.jpyro.com/wp?p=23
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104. A safety data sheet completed in accordance with Article 31 of Regulation 1907/2006/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the Registration, Evaluation, 
Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH), shall be supplied to professional users. 

Regulation 33 - Prohibition on supply of pyrotechnic articles 

105. Category 4 fireworks, T2 and P2 pyrotechnic articles may not be supplied except to persons 
with specialist knowledge (see regulation 42) 

106. No person shall supply a category T1 theatrical pyrotechnic article or a category P1 other 
pyrotechnic article to a person under the age of 18 years. 

Regulation 34 - Exception for trade fairs, exhibitions and demonstrations  

107. Part 3 does not apply to fireworks intended purely for showing or using at trade fairs, 
exhibitions and demonstrations and training. 

108. Articles may be shown and used at trade fairs exhibitions and demonstrations and for training, 
provided the following information is displayed:- 

 the fact that the articles being used do not conform with the regulations and they are not 

suitable for sale 

 the name and date of the event. 

109. This regulation does not apply to provision of a service by a manufacturer, importer, 
distributor or display company as part of their business. 

Regulation 35 - Exception for research and development 

110. Part 3 does not apply to pyrotechnic articles intended purely for the purposes of research, 
development and testing, provided that they are clearly marked with a statement that the 
articles do not comply with Part 3 of the Regulations and that they are not available for any 
purpose other than research, development and testing. 

Regulation 36 - Market surveillance and enforcement 

111. Regulation 36 provides that HSE and HSE NI have a duty to enforce part 3 of the Regulations 
in regard to category 4 fireworks, theatrical and other pyrotechnics. It also provides for the 
option (as opposed to a duty) for local authorities empowered to enforce in relation to Part 2 
the ability to act against category 4 fireworks, theatrical and other pyrotechnics where they 
find them.   

112. It is intended that local authorities will use their enforcement powers under CPA 1987 and 
GPSR 2005 under these Regulations to act in the interests of consumer safety to deal with 
items within the scope of Part 3 of these Regulations. However it is expected that this will be 
on an exceptional basis and not that they should be the main enforcers of the legislation in 
regard to these products. This duty remains with HSE Explosives Inspectorate (HSE XI) or HSE 
Northern Ireland (HSE NI). 
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113. The imperative here remains consumer safety. It is intended that any action in regard to items 
within the scope of Part 3 of these Regulations is taken in discussion with HSE and with their 
knowledge. This presupposes that the matter is not one of serious and immediate risk to the 
safety of consumers which would perhaps trigger enforcement action which it might not be 
possible to consult with HSE upon due to time constraints and the need to act quickly in the 
interests of consumer safety. 

114. The intention of the role of Local Authorities in relation to items within the scope of Part 3 of 
these Regulations is to have the option to enforce where it is pragmatic or expedient to do so. 
This should be done with the knowledge and, where possible, agreement of HSE XI/HSE NI. 

115. Where a local authority takes action, they have the same powers, sanctions and geographical 
jurisdiction as they would have in regard to category 1, 2 and 3 fireworks. HSE have the 
powers and sanctions provided in the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974. HSE Northern 
Ireland in the Health and Safety at Work (Northern Ireland) Order 1978. 

116. Further advice on the methodology and priorities of enforcement of HSE Inspectors can be 
found in HSE Operational Circulars (OCs). 

Regulation 37 - Enforcement actions 

117. This regulation defines where HSE or HSE (NI) will enforce Part 3 of the regulations. 

118. Regulation 37 (11) requires the enforcing authority to notify the European Commission and 
other member States where they believe that a pyrotechnic article poses a serious risk to the 
health or safety of persons. 

Regulation 38 - Requirements regarding prohibitions, restrictions and 

withdrawals 

119. This regulation sets out the procedure by which products may be required to be withdrawn 
from the market and must include the following—  

 the measure must state the exact grounds on which it is based 

 the party concerned (ie the manufacturer, importer and distributor) must be informed, 

without delay, of:- 

o the measure, 

o the remedies available to that party 

o the time limits to which the remedies are subject. 

120. the party concerned must have an opportunity to put forward its views in advance. 

121. The requirements for informing without delay does not apply if consultation is not possible 
because of the urgency of the measure to be taken, as justified in particular by public health 
or safety requirements.  Such criteria, however, have not been defined. 
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Regulation 39 – Offences 

122. This regulation gives the nature of sentences that may be appropriate for breaches of these 
Regulations.  A person guilty of an offence shall be liable:- 

 on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months or to a 

fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale; or  

 on conviction on indictment, to a fine or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two 

years or to both. 

Regulation 40 – Defence of due diligence 

123. There are cases where there is a “due diligence” defence.  If the offence was due to:- 

 the act or default of another; or 

 reliance on information given by another 

such a defence may be made, provided it was reasonable in all the circumstances for that 

person to have relied on the information, and provided that such a defence is declared 7 days 

before proceedings are brought. 

Regulation 41 - Liability of persons other than principal offender 

124. It may be appropriate for proceedings to be taken against a “body corporate” instead of a 
person, and this regulation makes provision for such a process. 

125. In this regulation, a references to a “body corporate” include references to a partnership in 
Scotland, and in relation to such a partnership, any reference to a director, manager, secretary 
or other similar officer of a body corporate is a reference to a partner. 

Regulation 42 - Persons with specialist knowledge for category 4 fireworks, 

category T2 theatrical pyrotechnic articles or category P2 other pyrotechnic 

articles 

126. Category 4, T2 and P2 pyrotechnic articles may not be supplied to consumers.  Instead such 
items may only be supplied to “Persons with Specialist Knowledge”. 

127. The obtaining of  “Persons with Specialist Knowledge” status is dependent on the sector of the 
industry.   

128. For Category 4 fireworks there are established training schemes, recognised within the 
industry, that cover the whole range of category 4 fireworks.  An example is the British 
Pyrotechnists Association (www.pyro.org.uk) “Firework Firers” scheme.  In general Category 4 
fireworks training done exclusively by a company, for their own staff, is not considered to be 
“recognised within the industry”. 

129. For T2 and P2 products training may be given on a much more limited range of products – 
even on a single product, or the training may be more general in nature.  For example, the 
Association of Stage Pyrotechnicians (www.stage-pyro.org.uk) delivers courses covering a 
range of Theatrical Pyrotechnic devices. 

http://www.pyro.org.uk/
http://www.stage-pyro.org.uk/
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130. Individual companies may provide suitable training for T2 and P2 devices. 

131. There are circumstances where training in one category of pyrotechnic articles is applicable to 
pyrotechnic articles of another category. 

132. P2 products (in particular) may be used by persons with training in category 4 fireworks or T2 
pyrotechnics.  For example, quickmatch and igniters have both been determined to be P2 
products – this is in part because they are used across ALL sectors in the pyrotechnic industry 
and there was a danger of conflicting requirements being imposed if such articles were 
subject to a variety of requirements by virtue of being deemed Category 4 fireworks, T2 and 
P2 pyrotechnic articles. 

133. Where the training for a Person with Specialist Knowledge within one sector of the industry 
adequately deals with specific P2 articles such training shall be considered adequate for 
proving “Person with Specialist Knowledge” status for that particular P2 article.  For example, 
both the BPA category 4 fireworks course, and the ASP Stage Pyrotechnics course mentioned 
above adequately cover:- 

 The use of electric igniters, firing systems etc 

 Quickmatch and other fusing systems. 

134. Training for Persons with Specialist Knowledge shall include:- 

 the nature and correct use of the articles to be supplied 

 the risks associated with the transport, storage and use of such articles. 

135. Such training, however, shall not include requirements from other regulations such as the 
Carriage of Dangerous Goods and Use of Transportable Pressure Equipment Regulations 
(CDGUTPER) 2009 (known as The Carriage Regulations) except in general terms. 

136. Persons with Specialist Knowledge should also:- 

 have used the category of the relevant pyrotechnic articles (anywhere in the world)  

 hold valid liability insurance covering use of the relevant pyrotechnic articles. 

137. Any person who is in business as a supplier of  category 4 firework, T2 or P2 pyrotechnic 
articles is deemed to be a Person with Specialist Knowledge. This allows intra-company sales 
without the necessity to assign those sales to an individual, and includes distributors and 
retailers. 

138.  Any person who is in business as a supplier of goods designed and intended for use in 
conjunction with a category 4 firework, T2 or P2 pyrotechnic article is also deemed to be a 
Person with Specialist Knowledge.  This allows, for example, manufacturers of ancillary 
equipment (eg mortars) to be supplied with pyrotechnic articles for testing. 

139. Any person who is enforcing these Regulations and proposing to make a test purchase is also 
deemed to be a Person with Specialist Knowledge. 

140. The duty to determine if the person has this specialist knowledge rests with the supplier and 
suppliers are advised to keep copies of relevant documents (eg storage certificates, 
competency certificates) of their customers to be able to demonstrate they have fulfilled their 
obligations under these and other regulations as appropriate. 
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141. In some circumstances a product that has been approved as a category 1, 2 or 3 firework may 
be used by a category 4 “Person with Specialist Knowledge” at a different safety distance, or in 
a different manner to that which is given on the label of the article.  In such a case it is up to 
the Person with Specialist Knowledge to be able to demonstrate that the article is being fired 
with an acceptable level of risk in the circumstances in which it is being fired.  For example, 
the safety distance would be calculated on the basis of product specific performance data and 
could be less for a “professional” user than it would be for a “consumer”. 

142. The same situation arises for T2 “professional” users of T1 product and for P2 “professional” 
users of P1 product. 
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Part 4 – conformity assessment etc. 

Regulation 43 - Process of appointment and notification of notified bodies etc.  

143. The regulation defines the criteria for appointment of a UK Notified Body or Bodies. 

144. It is not a requirement that products be certified by a UK Notified Body – an essential tenet of 
the Directive is that once a product has been certified by any EC approved Notified Body the 
product will be deemed to comply in all Member States. 

145. Notified Bodies may have test facilities established outside the EU, but the certifying body 
itself must be established in the EU.  In practice this will mean that certificates of conformity 
will come from EU offices of the NB concerned. 

Regulation 44 - Supplementary matters in relation to notified bodies 

146. This regulation allows UK Notified bodies to require certain information in English, and to 
charge for the certification process. 
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Part 5 - Proceedings, transition and revocations, etc. 

Regulation 45 - Proceedings 

147. Proceedings taken under these Regulations differ according to the part of the UK in which the 
proceedings are taken. 

Regulation 46 - Transitional provisions in relation to category 1, 2 or 3 fireworks  

148. Nothing in these Regulations prevents the supply until 3rd July 2017 in a part of the United 
Kingdom of a category 1, 2 or 3 firework that it is lawful to supply in that part of the United 
Kingdom before 4th July 2010. 

149. Supply outside the UK is not covered by the above exemption. 

150. This provision does not apply to regulations 15 and 21 (prohibitions on supply of fireworks) 
which were in effect before these regulations. 

Note: A firework that benefits from this provision should be classified. 

Regulation 47 - Transitional provisions in relation to category 4 fireworks, 

theatrical pyrotechnic articles and other pyrotechnic articles  

151. Nothing in these Regulations prevents the supply until 3rd July 2017in a part of the United 
Kingdom of a category 4 firework, a theatrical pyrotechnic article and another pyrotechnic 
article that it was lawful to supply in that part of the United Kingdom before 4th July 2013. 

152. Supply outside the UK is not covered by the above exemption. 

Note: A pyrotechnic article that benefits from this provision should be classified. 

Regulation 48 - Contravention of the Regulations 

153. These Regulations are regarded as safety regulations for the purposes of Section 11 of the 
Consumer Protection Act 1987 which gives the Secretary of State the power to make 
Regulations under the Act. 

Regulation 49 - Repeals, revocations, amendments and savings 

154. This regulation describes all the changes to existing regulations that are made as a result of 
the PA(S) Regulations coming into force.  It includes changes to:- 

 The Explosives Act 1875 

 The Fireworks Act 1951 

 The Fireworks Act 1964 

 The Classification and Labelling of Explosives Regulations 1983 

 The Classification and Labelling of Explosives Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1991 

 The Enterprise Act 2002. 
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155. It revokes the following regulations (with minor exceptions):- 

 The Fireworks (Safety) Regulations 1997 

 The Fireworks (Safety)(Amendment) Regulations 2004. 

156. Certain regulations continue to apply to category 4 fireworks under these Regulations as they 
did immediately before the amendment or revocation of the relevant regulation.  
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SCHEDULE 1 - Categories of pyrotechnic articles 

157. In relation to fireworks:- 

 category 1 is a category of fireworks which present a very low hazard and negligible noise 

level and which are intended for use in confined areas, including fireworks which are 

intended for use inside domestic buildings 

 category 2 is a category of fireworks which present a low hazard and low noise level and 

which are intended for outdoor use in confined areas 

 category 3 is a category of fireworks which present a medium hazard, which are intended 

for outdoor use in large open areas and whose noise level is not harmful to human health 

 category 4 is a category of fireworks which present a high hazard, which are intended for 

use only by persons with specialist knowledge (commonly known as fireworks for 

professional use) and whose noise level is not harmful to human health. 

158.  In relation to theatrical pyrotechnic articles:- 

 category T1 is a category of pyrotechnic articles for stage use which present a low hazard 

 category T2 is a category of pyrotechnic articles for stage use which are intended for use 

only by persons with specialist knowledge. 

159.  In relation to other pyrotechnic articles:- 

 category P1 is a category of pyrotechnic articles, other than fireworks and theatrical 

pyrotechnic articles, which present a low hazard 

 category P2 is a category of pyrotechnic articles, other than fireworks and theatrical 

pyrotechnic articles, which are intended for handling or use only by persons with specialist 

knowledge. 

160. Pyrotechnic articles for vehicles are considered by these Regulations to be either P1 or P2 

Note: these definitions are only included here for completeness 
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SCHEDULE 2 - Essential Safety Requirements 

Essential safety requirements 

161. The Essential Safety Requirements are the fundamental requirements for all pyrotechnic 
articles and which address topics such as:- 

 Safe handling and use 

 Safe disposal 

 Chemical, thermal and mechanical stability. 

162. In addition to general requirements there are specific requirements for the following types of 
pyrotechnic article:- 

 Fireworks 

 Other pyrotechnic articles 

 Ignition devices. 

Note: there are no additional requirements for theatrical pyrotechnic articles. 

163. Compliance with a Harmonised Standard is presumed to meet the requirements of the ESRs. 

164. There are ongoing discussions with the European Commission to allow the use of military 
explosives and commercial blasting agents (see ESR 4) in pyrotechnic articles covered by these 
Regulations. 
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SCHEDULE 3 - Definitions of fireworks in Regulation 21 

165. This schedule defines pyrotechnic articles as they were in previous regulations in the UK for 
the purposes of regulation 21.   

Note: these definitions may differ significantly from the definitions given in Harmonised 

Standards. 

Term Definition 

aerial wheel means tubes containing propellant charges and sparks, flame or noise-
producing pyrotechnic composition (or all three), the tubes being fixed to a 
supporting structure, the principal effect of which is rotation and ascent, 
with emission of sparks and flames, producing a visual or aural effect (or 
both) in the air 

banger a firework (other than a firework falling within regulation 21(1)(g)(i) (type 
of shot tube)) which comprises a non-metallic tube which contains 
pyrotechnic composition and has a fuse; and whose functioning principally 
involves report 

battery an assembly which includes two or more fireworks of the same type 

combination an assembly, other than a battery, which includes two or more fireworks 

double banger means a firework (other than a firework falling within regulation 21(1)(g)(i) 
(type of shot tube)) which comprises a non-metallic tube containing two 
portions of pyrotechnic composition connected by a delay fuse; and whose 
functioning principally involves one report, followed by ascent and a further 
report; 

flash banger a firework (other than a firework falling within regulation 21(1)(g)(i) (type 
of shot tube)) which comprises a non-metallic tube containing metal-based 
pyrotechnic composition; and whose functioning principally involves report 
and a flash of light 

jumping cracker a paper tube containing black powder, folded back on itself several times 
and bound together, the principal effect of which is reports in succession 
with jumping motions 

jumping ground 
spinner 

a non-metallic tube containing gas- and sparks-producing pyrotechnic 
composition, with or without whistling pyrotechnic composition, the 
principal effect of which is rotation on the ground frequently interrupted by 
a jumping motion and emission of sparks and flame, with or without an 
aural effect (other than report) 
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Term Definition 

mini-rocket a firework which is designed so that, on functioning, it propels itself into 
the air and which comprises a body or motor which contains pyrotechnic 
composition or pyrotechnic units; and the outside diameter of which, at the 
point where the diameter is greatest, is less than 12 millimetres; or if 
equipped with a stick or sticks for the purposes of stabilising its flight where 
the firework is intended to be supplied singly, whose overall length 
(including the length of any such sticks) is less than 900 millimetres or (not 
including the length of any such sticks) is less than 195 millimetres; or 
where the firework is intended to be supplied in a primary pack, whose 
overall length (including the length of any such stick or sticks) is less than 
400 millimetres or (not including the length of any such stick or sticks) is 
less than 125 millimetres; or where the firework is intended to be supplied 
in a selection pack, whose overall length (including the length or any such 
stick or sticks) is less than 300 millimetres; or if not equipped with a stick or 
sticks for the purposes of stabilising its flight whose overall length is less 
than 300 millimetres; and is intended to be supplied singly or in a primary 
pack 

primary pack a package of fireworks of the same type, all of which are either category 1, 
2 or 3 fireworks, which is intended to be offered for retail sale as a single 
unit 

selection pack a package of fireworks of more than one type intended to be offered for 
retail sale as a single unit 

shot tube a tube containing propellant charge and a pyrotechnic unit, with or without 
a transmitting fuse, the principal effect of which is the ejection of the 
pyrotechnic unit producing a visual and/or aural effect in the air 

spinner a tube containing pyrotechnic composition, with or without aerofoils 
attached, the principal effect of which is rotation and ascent with the 
emission of sparks, flames or both, with or without aural effect (other than 
report) 

wheel an assembly which includes a tube or tubes containing pyrotechnic 
composition; 
which is designed to be attached to a support and to rotate about a fixed 
point or axis and which is provided with a means of attaching it securely to 
such a support so that it can so rotate; and whose functioning involves 
rotation around a fixed point and the emission of sparks and flames, with or 
without aural effect. 
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SCHEDULE 4 - Enforcement powers under Part 3 

Powers of Health and Safety Executive 

166. HSE have powers under these Regulations as they do under the Health and Safety at Work Act 
1974. 

Powers of Health and Safety Executive for Northern Ireland 

167. The Secretary of State has powers under these Regulations as under the Consumer Protection 
Act. 

Withdrawal notices  

168. Where a product is liable to endanger the health and safety of persons the enforcing authority 
may serve a notice ("a withdrawal notice") requiring the person on whom it is served to take 
measures aimed at preventing a pyrotechnic article in the supply chain from being supplied. 

169. A withdrawal notice may require the person on whom it is served to take action to alert 
consumers to the risks that the pyrotechnic article presents. 

Supplementary provisions relating to withdrawal notices  

170. A withdrawal notice shall have effect throughout the United Kingdom. 

Appeals against withdrawal notices  

171. A person on whom a withdrawal notice may, within 21 days of the notice being served apply 
to vary or set aside the terms of the notice. 

Offence of contravening a withdrawal notice 

172. These regulations contain provisions, as under the General Product Safety Regulations 2005 
(regulation 14 and 17 of GPSR). 

173. These are measures aimed at preventing the distribution, display or offer of a dangerous 
product to a consumer. 
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SCHEDULE 5 - Revocations and amendments of provisions 

of the Explosives (Fireworks) Regulations (Northern  

Ireland) 2002 

Revocations and amendments to the Explosives (Fireworks) Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 2002 

174. This schedule revokes and amends the Explosives (Fireworks) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
2002. 

Revocations 

175. This regulation has the effect of removing certain definitions of fireworks from the Northern 
Ireland regulations to make them consistent with the PA(S) Regulations. 

Amendments 

176. This schedule deals with which of the Explosives (Fireworks) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
2002 are amended. 

Explanatory Note 

It is impossible to explain these Regulations. 
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Further information 

Further information on these regulations is available from: 

The Department of Business Innovation and 
Skills (BIS) 
1 Victoria Street 
London 
SW1H 0ET 

Tel: 0207 215 0360 
Fax: 0207 215 0357 
 
email: tony.edenbrown@bis.gsi.gov.uk 
web:  http://www.bis.gov.uk 

Explosive Industry Group (EIG) 
103 New Oxford Street 
London 
WC1 1DU 

Tel: 020 7395 8063 
Fax: 020 7836 1972 
 
email: charles.smithgm@cbi.org.uk 
web: http://www.eig.org.uk 

British Pyrotechnists Association (BPA) 
8 Aragon Place 
Kimbolton 
Huntingdon 
Cambs.   
PE28 0JD 

Tel: 01480 878621 
Fax: 01480 878650 
 
email: enquiries@pyro.org.uk 
web: http://www.pyro.org.uk 

Association of Stage Pyrotechnicians (ASP) 
Unit 4 Frontier Works 
33 Queen Street 
Tottenham 
London 
N17 8JA 

Tel: 020 8493 0932 
Fax: 020 8493 0428 
 
Email: admin@stage-pyro.org.uk 
Web: http://www.stage-pyro.org.uk 
 

British Standards Institute (BSI) 
389 Chiswick High Road 
London 
W4 4AL 

Tel: 020 8996 9001 
Fax: 020 8996 7001 
 
Email: cservices@bsigroup.com 
Web: http://www.bsigroup.com 

Health and Safety Executive 
Explosives Policy Team 
5S.2 Redgrave Court 
Merton Road 
Bootle 
Merseyside 
L20 7HS 

Tel:  0151 951 3176 or 4198 
Fax:  0151 951 4575 
 
Email: explosives.policy@hse.gsi.gov.uk 
Web:  http://www.hse.gov.uk 
 

Local Authorities Coordinators of Regulatory 
Services (LACoRS) 
Local Government House 
Smith Square 
London 
SW1P 3HZ 

Tel:  020 7665 3857 
Fax:  020 7665 3887 
 
Email: alison.edwards@lacors.gov.uk 
Web: http://www.lacors.gov.uk 
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